
                                          MESSAGE FROM DACO CHAIRMAN 
   
                          PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR UMPIRES / SCORERS 

 
 
We are all delighted that the game is about to start for the 2020 season, despite these 
strange times. Everyone wants to enjoy this short season as much as possible, and we 
all need to be sure to follow the ECB Guidelines for the games. 
 
Umpires and scorers also have guidelines to follow, and these ask all to act in different 
ways to how they would normally participate in games.   
 
Scorers have significant roles to play…keeping the score information up to date is vital. 
But they will not be able to hold team valuables, or allow others into the box. Non 
electric boxes have other issues to overcome, and will need all teams to support this. 
The guidelines say the batting side is responsible for keeping the score board up to 
date. Also when score books are used, they should only be handles by one person per 
team. 
 
The role of umpires, as those responsible for the running of the game according to the 
laws, has not changed, but how they do it has. They cannot touch the ball during the 
game. At the end of each over the ball should be returned to the bowler, by the wicket-
keeper in the air, or by being rolled along the turf. Umpires are advised to remind the 
bowler of this if required. At the end of each over the ball must be placed at the base of 
the appropriate stumps, before the next over starts. Umpires will stand in their normal 
position at the bowlers’ end, but will not be able to hold any clothing from any players. It 
is advised that this clothing is NOT placed on the field of play, as it could result in the 
awarding of penalty runs. Play will stop after 20 minutes or 6 overs, for hand and ball 
sanitizing, which is the responsibility of the fielding captain, not the umpires. Timings will 
be adjusted accordingly. We also ask players to be mindful of how they appeal, as face 
to face appealing will result in serious disciplinary action for those involved. 
 
The guidelines for these games are from the ECB not local leagues or umpires, and 
although create different playing conditions, are still allowing the games to take. I hope 
that all can work with these and the games are enjoyed by everyone, and the sun 
shines!! 
 
Chris Shelton 
Chairman of DACO 
 
 


